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Holiday over - back to school, back to work – must be September!  Autumn will soon be with us, some say it is here already, so it is a busy time in the garden.  One that I personally enjoy, as you can really tidy the garden at this time of year.  Pruning shrubs, cutting back herbaceous plants that have “gone over” and pruning roses.  Then, when you see all those gaps, it is the perfect time to plant, while the soil is still warm and moist.  All this to be done before winter sets in – let’s get going!

Don’t forget your bulbs also.  Not only is it a good time for planting shrubs, now is the time to get  spring flowering bulbs in, snowdrops, daffodils, tulips  – don’t leave it until the spring!

ARCH PLANT & AQUATIC CENTRE 

How is your pond looking?  You can tidy any plants as they start to die back, by trimming off the dead flower heads and leaves.  This will stop them falling into the pond and causing more debris at the bottom.  You may also want to start thinking about putting a net over the surface of the water to stop the leaves that will soon be falling from the trees, now that autumn is on its way.

There is still time to introduce new fish to a pond, allowing the fish to settle in before the temperature starts to drop.  We stop selling fish on 5th October.  You can continue feeding fish until the temperature drops to 10 degrees.

There are many special offers on ponds until the end of September.  Give Steve a call for more information on availability and pricing.
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TIPS FOR SEPTEMBER

· Lawn looking tired?  Now is the time to start scarifying and aerating.
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· Prune cherry trees after removing fruit but before leaf fall.

· Cut back lavender.

· Start planting spring flowering bulbs.

· Renew tired summer bedding with winter pansies.

· Divide herbaceous perennials.

· Start planning a new area for a wildlife pond.

Don’t forget ……..…….Free Delivery of garden products to ARCH Gardening customers!! 

ARCH COMMUNITY GROUP

“Flowers, Bees, Butterflies, Trees”

Thank you for all your good wishes and congratulations received after the announcement of our environmental award, it is much appreciated.  I shall keep you updated on any more news as it arrives.

We have finished the judging of “In Bloom” and are busy arranging the presentation evenings for the winners of Stevenage, Hitchin & Letchworth in Bloom.  Do you know anyone that entered?
Don’t forget our ongoing Tool Amnesty:  If you have had a spring clean of your garden shed or garage and have any unwanted hand tools, we would happily take them and ensure that they are used in the community on our various projects.
If you can help ARCH Community Group in any way, either as a volunteer to help with admin, fundraising, sponsorship or anything that we haven’t thought of yet, then please call Steve or myself on 01462 420598 for further information.
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