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Now that Chelsea is finished, summer is officially here.  No more frosts and plenty of sunshine so that everyone can get outdoors and enjoy their gardens.  Be they back gardens, front gardens, community spaces or an allotment, now is the time to be outside.  It has been proven many times that gardening can improve your health either physically or mentally, so why not enjoy and appreciate your open spaces.  

ARCH PLANT & AQUATIC CENTRE 

During these times of drought conditions it is worth thinking about what plants to grow in your beds and borders.  Plants to consider are lavender, thyme, achillia, sedum or saxifrage are all good in sunny and dry areas of the garden, maybe even in a patio pot.  

New varieties of aquatic plants are available, as well as stocks of day lilies, hostas and ferns.  With a variety of marginals, water lilies and oxygenators.  
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With the recent sunshine, blanket weed and algae growth has increased.  There are organic and chemical ways of treating this – using barley straw is an effective organic solution.  For more information and advice please call Steve who will be pleased to assist you.  

Or if your pond needs a clean, then you are able to hire out a Pond Pump Vac.  For more information call ARCH Plant & Aquatic Centre for help and advice – 01462 420598

Prices are still being held on the herbaceous plants, selling for £2.99 each or 4 for £10.00. With 2L selling for £4.99 each. 

There are still vegetable plugs in stock, including carrots, cabbages, sprouts, broccoli, sweetcorn, tomatoes plus much more, as well as a good selection of herbs, including thyme and chives.

If you can’t see what you need then let us know and we can order it for you. 
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TIPS FOR JUNE

· Water any newly planted areas, during dry spells.

· Keep on top of weeds, now actively growing

· Tie in roses, encouraging side shoots and more flowers

· Treat blanket weed & algae 

· Thin out, cut back or divide established aquatic plants

· Plant new aquatic plants

· Pot up summer bedding in tubs and baskets, incorporating water retaining gel.

Don’t forget ……..…….Free Delivery of garden products to ARCH Gardening customers!! 
ARCH COMMUNITY GROUP
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This month is the last opportunity to enter Stevenage, Letchworth & Hitchin “In Bloom 2011”. Whether it is your garden or you want to nominate a neighbour, a community garden or business, do get your applications in.  

Don’t forget our ongoing Tool Amnesty:  If you have had a spring clean of your garden shed or garage and have any unwanted hand tools, we would happily take them and ensure that they are used in the community on our various projects.

If you can help ARCH Community Group in any way, either as a volunteer to help with admin, fundraising, sponsorship or anything that we haven’t thought of yet, then please call Steve or myself on 01462 420598 for further information.

Date for your diary:  Sunday June 19th – Wild Watch Day in Stevenage Town Centre Gardens.

We will be joining forces with Stevenage Council to bring you this free event to learn about the wildlife around us, including wildflowers, bat, bees and of course, ponds.
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Hemerocallis or Day Lilly





Day lilies provide a succession of flowers in a huge range of colours.  They can be grown to brighten up a dull part of a sunny border at this time of year and being fully hardy will be ready to delight you in years to come.
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Plant in Season
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Caroline and the Team








